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CUBANS RID PLAZA 
OF HATED STATDE 

Monument to Ferdinand VII, 
Who Imposed Inquisition, 

Banisned by Havana 

'Speelal to The New York Times. 
HAVANA, Feb. 22—The s ta tue 

of Ferdinand VI I of Spain, one 
of Cuba's mos t impopular his-
torieal f igures, f inally has been 
removed f rom the P laza de 
A r m a s in f r o n t of t he H a v a n a 
City Hall. 

The big s tatue, which has been 
the center of controversy a t var-
ÍOU3 t imes sinee t he etsablish-
men of the Republic in 1902, was 
banished to the pat io of the 
nearby City Museum. Had the 

public been consulted, Ferdinand 
probably would have been 
dropped into the sea bf f Moro 
Castle. 

Ferdinand VII is remembered 
in Cuba as the Spanish ruler 
who abolished all t he liberties 
won a t such e f fo r t f r o m the 
Spanish colonial government and 
who established the inquisition 
in the island. Many years ago, 
José M a ñ a Heredia, t he Cuban 
poet expressed the sent iment of 
the Cuban people in a scathing 
denunciation of Ferdinand. 

Cuban his tor ians a re a little 
vague as to why the s t a tue was 
erected and j u s t who w a s re-
sponsible, since Ferdinand was 
so highly impopular even in his 
own country. Bu t since 1835 the 
monument has stood in the Plaza 
de Armas, the f i r s t public square 
laid out by the founders of Ha-
vana iñ 1513. 

Back in 1921 the Havana City 
Council, yielding to public pres-
sure, adopted a resolution to re-
move the s t a tue and put in i ts 

place one of Dr. Carlos Manuel 
de Cespedes, president of the 
first" Cuban Republic proclaimed 
in 1869 dur ing the Ten Years 
W a r wi th Spain. The Council 
even changed the ñame of the 
plaza to Carlos Manuel de Ces-
pedes P a r k , bu t the original 
ñame stood. 

A t t h a t t ime the Island was 
deep in the depression caused by 
the collapse of the sugar marke t 
several months before and the 
s t a tue of Dr. de Cespedes was 
forgot ten . 

L a t e r carne the revolutionary 
days of the 1930's. In 1933 Dr. 
Guillermo Belt, then Mayor - of 
Havana, restóred the badly run 
down P laza de Armas and Ferdi-1 

nand VII remained on his pedes-
tal. Then carne World W a r I I 
wi th i ts wave of prosperi ty and 
in 1952 t h e mil i tary c-oup t h a t 
brought Gen. Fulgencio Bat is ta 
power again. 

L a s t year the controversy over 
Ferd inand VII was revived. 
Several weeks ago Ferdinand 

was t aken down f r o m the high 
pedestal in the P laza and the 
marble f igure of Dr. de Céspedes, 
the work of Sergio López Mesa, 
a Cuban Sculptor, pu t in i ts 
place. 

Now, as constitutional govern-
ment is restored in Cuba with 
the inaugurat ion of President 
Bat is ta , the s t a tue of Dr. de 
Cespedes is scheduled to be un-
veiled Sunday. 


