
UNITED RAILWAYS OF HAVANA AND 

REGLA WAREHOUSES, LTD. 

A B R I E F H I S T O R I C A L S K E T C H 

T h e Hi s to ry of t h e Un i t ed R a i l w a y s of t l i e H a v a n a is ¡n itself i n t e r e s t -
ing , a p a r t f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t ¡t is t h e h i s t o r y of t h e first Ra i lway in C u b a , , 
a n d a m o n j s t t h e first in t h e W o r l d . In C u b a Ra i lways were i n a u g u r a t e d 
10 yea r s b e f o r e S p a i n c o m m e n c e d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of h e r first r a i l r o a d . 

HAVANA T O G U I Ñ E S RAILWAY. — On O c t o b e r I 2 t h . 1834, K i n g 
F e r d i n a n d VII of S p a i n a u t h o r i z e d t h e J U N T A DE F O M E N T O (Develop-
m e n t Board) p re s ided by t h e C o u n t of V i l l a n u e v a , t o f l o a t a loan of $2.000 
000 in E n g l a n d fo r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a r a i lway f r o m H a v a n a t o G ü i n e s . 
T h e first s ec t ion f r o m H a v a n a t o B e j u c a l w a s i n a u g u r a t e d on t h e I9 th . of 
N o v e m b e r 1837, a n d on i t s first a n n i v e r s a r y , t h e 19th . of N o v e m b e r 1838 
t h e s e c o n d sec t i on f r o m B e j u c a l t o G ü i n e s was o p e n e d t o service . 

COMPAÑIA DE CAMINOS DE H I E R R O DE LA HABANA.—On J a n u a r y 
l l t h . 1842, t h e r a i l w a y f r o m H a v a n a t o G ü i n e s was sold a t p u b l i c a u c t i o n 
t o t h e C O M P A Ñ I A DE CAMINOS DE H I E R R O DE LA HABANA, o n e of 
t h e c o n d i t i o n s of t h e sa le b e i n g t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a b r a n c h f r o m Rincón 
t o S a n A n t o n i o , a n o t h e r f r o m S a n Fe l ipe t o B a t a b a n ó a n d o n e f r o m G ü i n e s 
t o U n i ó n . T h e first t r a i n e n t e r e d B a t a b a n ó on D e c e m b e r 8 t h . 1843; 
S a n A n t o n i o on D e c e m b e r 8 t h . 1844; U n i ó n on N o v e m b e r 2 6 t h . 1848 a n d 
G u a n a j a y on A u g u s t l s t . 1849. 

On M a r c h 18th . 1857 p e r m i s s i o n w a s given f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a 
b r a n c h f r o m G ü i n e s t o M a t a n z a s , t h e first s ec t i on f r o m G ü i n e s t o C a t a -
l ina b e i n g o p e n e d t o service on t h e 4 t h . of O c t o b e r 1859, t h e first t r a i n 
e n t e r i n g t h e S t a t i o n of S a i n t Louis in M a t a n z a s on t h e I 5 t h . of O c t o b e r 
1861. 

F E R R O C A R R I L DE LA BAHIA DE LA HABANA.—Permiss ion was 
g r a n t e d on M a r c h I 8 t h . 1857, t o t h e COMPAÑIA DEL F E R R O C A R R I L 
DE LA BAHIA DE LA HABANA ( H a v a n a Bay Ra i lway) f o r t h e c o n s t r u c -
t i o n of a l ine f r o m Regla t o M a t a n z a s . T h e first s ec t i on f r o m Regla t o 
M i n a s , was o p e n e d o n Apri l 4 t h . 1859, a n d t h e first t r a i n e n t e r e d M a t a n z a s 
in Mav of 1863. 

On N o v e m b e r l s t . 1857, t h e s a m e C o m p a n y was g r a n t e d a concess ion 
fo r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of a r a i l road f r o m Reg la t o G u a n a b a c o a , w h i c h was 
i n a u g u r a t e d on J u l y 2 6 t h . 1858. 

RAILWAY FROA\ MATANZAS T O JOVELLANOS.—The l ine be tween 
M a t a n z a s a n d J o v e l l a n o s w a s c o n s t r u c t e d in s e c t i o n s by d i f f e r e n t c o m p a -
nies . T h e l ine f r o m Coliseo t o B e m b a , (now Jove l l anos ) was o p e n e d as 
f a r a s R a n c h u e l o (now M a d a n ) on M a y 23rd . 1858, a n d f r o m M a d a n t o 
J o v e l l a n o s on S e p t e m b e r 4 t h . 1859. T h e l ine b e t w e e n G u a n á b a n a a n d 
Coliseo was o p e n e d prev ious ly , on F e b r a u r y 3rd . 1847, t h e s e l ines b e i n g . 
u n i t e d s u b s e q u e n t l y b e t w e e n G u a n á b a n a a n d M a t a n z a s o n F e b r u a r y 
2 6 t h . 1861 by t h e Fe r roca r r i l de B a h í a . 

REGLA WAREHOUSES.—In 1843 Edward Fesser b u i l t t h e REGLA 
W A R E H O U S E S a n d l a t e r on in 1852, t h e BANK O F C O M M E R C E was e s t a -
b l i shed c o n s t i t u t i n g t h e C o m p a n y REGLA W A R E H O U S E S AND BANK OF 
C O M M E R C E . 

In 1889 all t h e s e C o m p a n i e s , i . e . , " C a m i n o s de Hie r ro de la H a b a n a " , 
" A l m a c e n e s de Regla y B a n c o d e C o m e r c i o " , y " F e r r o c a r r i l de la Bah í a ' 
d e la H a b a n a " , c o m b i n e d u n d e r t h e ñ a m e of BANCO DEL C O M E R C I O , 
F E R R O C A R R I L E S UNIDOS DE LA HABANA Y ALMACENES DE REGLA 
(Bank of C o m m e r c e , U n i t e d Ra i lways of t h e H a v a n a a n d Regla W a r e -
houses ) , a n d in o r d e r t o c o n n e c t t h e s e l ines in H a v a n a a b r a n c h was b u i l t 
f r o m C i é n a g a t o Reg la , w h i c h was i n a u g u r a t e d on April l s t . 1890. 

C O N S T I T U T I O N O F T H E UNITED RAILWAYS O F T H E HAVANA.—In 
1898 t h e " B a n k of C o m m e r c e " w i t h d r e w f r o m t h e C o m p a n y , w h i c h r e o r -
gan i zed as a n Eng l i sh C o m p a n y u n d e r t h e t i t l e of T H E UNITED RAIL-
WAYS O F T H E HAVANA AND REGLA WAREHOUSES, L I M I T E D , w i t h a 
c a p i t a l of $16.823,195 

CARDENAS R A I L R O A D — O n M a y 23rd . 1837, t h e COMPAÑIA DEL 
F E R R O C A R R I L DE CARDENAS ( C á r d e n o s Ra i l road C o m p a n y ) was g r a n t -
ed a p e r p e t u a l concess ion f o r a ra i l road f r o m C a r d c n a s t o B e m b a (now J o -
ve l lanos) . T h e first s ec t i on a s f a r a s C o n t r e r a s w a s o p e n e d d u r i n g J u n e of 
1840, a n d t h e first t r a i n e n t e r e d B e m b a in D e c e m b e r of t h e s a m e y e a r ; in 
J a n u a r y of 1844 t h i s l ine w a s e x t e n d e d a s f a r a s M o n t a l v o (now Nava ja s ) . 

On May 2 4 t h . 1849, conces s ion was o b t a i n e d fo r a r a i l road f r o m B e m b a 
t o Agü ica , a n d t h e f i r s t t r a i n e n t e r e d Per ico in D e c e m b e r of 1850; Nueva 
B e r m e j a (now Colón) , in F e b r u a r y , 1851; a n d Agtiica in D e c e m b e r of t h e 
s a m e yea r . L i t t i e by l i t t l e t h i s l ine was e x t e n d e d , u n t i l in D e c e m b e r , 
1871, it r e a c h e d S a n t o D o m i n g o , a n d f o u r t e e n yea r s Inter , in 1885, t h e 
service b e t w e e n S a n t o D o m i n g o a n d E s p e r a n z a was i n a u g u r a t e d . 

J U C A R O RAILROAD.—The O o v e r n o r G e n e r a l g r a n t e d a p e r p e t u a l 
conces s ion , on N o v e m b e r I 9 t h . 1841, t o t h e COMPAÑIA DEL F E R R O - i , 
CARRIL DE J U C A R O ( J ú c a r o Ra i l road C o m p a n y ) fo r a ra i l road f r o m • 
t h e S o u n d of S i g u a g u a t o San A n t ó n de la A n e g a d a , s t o r e of S a b a n i K a 
de la P a l m a a n d t o P i j u a n . T h e service f r o m J ú c a r o t o Recreo vas e s -
t a b l i s h e d in S e p t e m b e r of 1842, t h e first t r a i n e n t e r i n g P i j u a n a y e a r l a t e r , 
in A u g u s t of 1843, a n d S a b a n i l l a in May of 1844. A l ine f r o m P i j u a n t o 
B a n a g ü i s e s w a s i n a u g u r a t e d in N o v e m b e r of 1841. 

T H E UNITED RAILWAY COMPANY O F CARDENAS AND J U C A R O — í 
On A u g u s t 5 t h . 1853, t h e s e r a i l r oads ( C a r d e n a s S! J ú c a r o " ) were c o m b i n -
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L O S F E R R O C A R R I L E S U N I D O S D E L A H A B A N A t ienen en e x p l o t a c i ó n 1 ,210 m i l l a s d e v ía a n c h a y 6 2 m i l l a s de 
vía estrecha, con un equipo d e 381 l o c o m o t o r a s , 313 coches de v i a j e r o s y 10 ,439 c a r r o s de ca rga . 

D u r a n t e el año e c o n ó m i c o que f inalizó en J u n i o 3 0 de 1923 , se t r a n s p o r t a r o n 15 . 098 ,734 p a s a j e r o s y 11 . 257 ,996 tone-
l a d a s m é t r i c a s de c a rga . 
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T H E U N I T E D R A I L W A Y S O F H A V A N A OWQ a n d o o r a t e 1 ,210 miles of s t a n d a r d g a u g e line, 6 2 m i l e s of n a r r o w 
gauge l ine, 381 l o c o m o t i v e s , 313 p a s s e n g e r cars a n d 10 ,439 freig it cars . 

D u r i n g the y e a r e n d i n g June 30TH- 1923, 1 5 . 0 98 , 7 34 p i s sengers a n d 11 . 257 ,996 m e t r i c t o n s of freight w e r e t ranspor-
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