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To the Hditor of The World:

I'Island of Cuba to Be annexed to the United States.

1854 (William L. Marcy being then his very able
Secretary of Staite), the American Ministers to Great
Britain, France and Spain were directed to meet and
| confer on the subject of the purchase of Cuba and its
annexation to the United States. A meeting was held

to  Aix-la-Chapelle, 'Germamy, Oct. 15, 1854,

mean war, it was deemed expedient to qonier
subject. : :

nia, Minister to Great Britain; John
Virginia, Minister to France, and
Louisiana, Minister to Spain.

The conference substantially | recommended the
payment of $120,000,000 (an enormous sum at that
| date) to Spain as the price for the sale of the Island

| of Cuba to the United States.

| The celebrated so-called ‘‘Ostend Manifesto” is an
elaborate diplomatic document of several pages,
written with unusual ability and perspicacity, sup-
| posed to have been mainly the work of Minister Soule.
i Some:of the reasons'for the proposed annexation
| were stated as follows: ? SO0

* The Ostcnd ‘Manifesto.

It must be clear to every reflecting mind that from the peculi-
| arity of its geographical position and the considerations gttendantv
on it, Cuba is as necessary to the North American Republic as
any of its present members, and it belongs naturally to that great
family of ‘States of which the Union is the providential nursery.
| From‘its locality it commands the mouth of _the Mississippi and |
the immense and annually increasing trade which must seek this
avenue to the ocean. ' :

.*Of the numerous navigable streams measuring an aggregate course
of 30,000 miles, which disembogue themselves through this river
into ihe Gulf of Mexico, the increase of the population within
the last ten years amounts to more than that of the entire
at the time Louisiana was annexed to it. (1803).
_ The netural and main outlet to the products of this entire pop-
“ulation, the highway of their direct intercourse with the Atlantic
and Pacific States, can never be secure, but must be endangered
| whilst Cuba is a dependency of a distant power in whose posses-
sion it has proved to be & source of constant annoyance and em-
barrassment, to their interests.

Indeed the Unlon can never enjoy repose Or DOSsess reliable
| gecurity as long as Cuba is not embraced within its boundaries.
| Its immediate acquisition by our Government is of paramount
| importance, and we cannot doubt but that it is & consummation
devoutly wished for by its inhabitants. .

- - -

After we shall have offered Spain a price for Cuba far beyond its
present value, and this shall haye been refused, it will then be
time to corsider the question:—does Cuba in the possession of

| Spain seriously endanger our internal peace and the existence of our
| cherighed Union? :

| shanl this: question be anewered in the dﬁmaun.' then by every] |l

Jaw, human and divine, we shall b3 justified in wreating it from?|
Bpain if we possess the power, and this upon the very same prin-
ciple that would justify an individual in tearing down the burning
house of his neighbor if - there were no *othex:/,'méans of preventing
the flames from destroying his own mm

" Signed by the said Ministers and by Wil L. Marcy, Becretary
of States ) ’ ; AT B

' (Relations of the United
| Chadyick, pp. 268-267.)

 Btates and Spsin, Admiral E. B,

gttt i -.‘f,,'-'. B e Lk %
: Sr., of the Relations of Spain,
tates from the Ostend Manifesto
Other Forceful Annexations.

For generations the American people have nad an
| instinct that it was the “manifest destiny” of the

|~ At the suggestion of President Franklin Plerce in

to the Present Day—Some Amnal
s i . 7

Our Ministers at Ostend seem to have been
to pay Spain for Cuba in 1854 $120,000,000. = = { =

In 1849 President Polk offered Spain $100,000,600°
for Cuba. Spain indignantly rejected the offer '
sald that sooner than see the island transferred
any power she would prefer
ocean, ¢
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The Treaty of 1898.

seeing it sunk i .tixé.J[
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It is an inexplicable enigma that when the Proto
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at Ostend, Belgium, Oct. 9, 1854, which was adjourned
Nearly”
211 Europe being' then busily engaged in the Cri-
on this

The conferrees were James Buchanam of Pennsylva-
Y. Mason of
Pierre Soule of

‘and Treaty ot Peace werg signed 1 1898 we didigot
| retain possession of Cuba, especially when Sp i
herseélf favored its annexation instead of indépen
dence and the Fremch Ambassador, Cambon, Spa
confidential adviser, recommended annexation. s 1 |

The so-called Platt provisions of the Cuban Treaty.
ratified July 1, 1904, really place Cuba under the
dominion or suzerainty of the United States and’
_gepr_ive her of sovereign power by denying her: the
right to incur any foreign debts, except under cer-
tain limitations, and forbidding her to allow any
foreign power to obtain control of any part of the:
island and consenting to intervention by the U:riiteqf‘
States in certain contingencies. ! iy ik g

Union |

The Island of Crete has been a source
for years to both Turkey and Greece and t!pé “fou

intervening powers.

‘Under the anomalous treaty with

always be a menace to our peace.
The so-called unwise Teller resol

any intention to exercise control or soéereigﬁb&
the island, cannot bind forever all future Congresses,
ot being a treaty ratified by the Senate, ‘&nd it may
be said that it has already been vgql.gLMr % Tep
Cuban ’_Ifx"ea,gxgk

diated by the Platt provisions of the Cu Byl N

Since the building of the Panama Canal the neces-!
sity for the annexation of Cuba has ‘Ancalculably
inoreased and is greatly more imperatiye ‘than In
1854, It is unnecessary to enumerate these reasons
in detail, They are as plain as the sun at noon ay;

The Panama Canal in Case of War.

Suppose, in case of a forelgn war,

a Cipriane Castro or a Zelaya should be Presidsnt
% ¥ B AN
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Cuba- sb:[e

ution

. a ‘Santa.

of Cuba, would not the island be constrained by

one of these leaders to side with our

infiict incalculable damage on the. Unite

modes impossible to enumerate?

Would not the Panama Canal, the Mississippl mgé_rf
and our whole Atlantic seaboard be exposed. to bom=.
bardment and war requisitions from warships sail-|
ing from Havana, Santiago and every harbor in the!

Island of Cuba? i

s00d polidy or wisdom not to own an island aln S:i
within cannon-shot of our shores and ‘which th 0s-
fend Manifesto as early as 1854 declared iwas. .

graphically a part of our Union?

Read history. Was not Germany

as long as England possessed the -i!qrt@ﬂed}j»sl
Feligoland, almost within sight of 'her shore?
: Gibraltar by,

Britain beem a very sore thorn in the '3

fird H?as_ not the possession of

for more than a century?
Great Britain owns the valuable

and her route to India.
fortresses all over the world.

'i:siaﬁd‘{;t{ (o
the Cify of Alexandria and the control df;lﬁéy it
Malta and other possessions to protect the Suez C
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I am not a military or naval expert, brutdan:it \
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J We,&rere once in a condi-
1o al the valua '1@ harbor of Samana and
| the \whole ,or a portion of Hayti s D
‘ 3,150 ‘the Danish Islands. We. did not avail ourselves
" Qf‘ LheSe qtrateglc and g\olden opportunities
{. All of the Samoan Islands wei'e once offered to us.
| White paper was offered to t’h State Department
s rwhich to write our terms. e only hesita:tlngly
aooe'xafed the harbor ‘of Pa.go-Pago The next day
| pany treated for the harbor of Apia and ob-|
ed it.. Then the unwise and awkward tripartite
eement was subsequently made with Great Brit-
"and Germany, dividing the Samoan mfana‘s. '
e nearly lost the’ Sa.ndw{ch: or Hawaifan Islands

. our delay an hesttn‘tiou - President. Cleveland
¢ S the treaty 'ot

rmexa.tion sent in by President Harrison, a.nd the isl-
&apds were, I think, a.nnexed by joi.nd.’ resoxu-ﬂo‘n.
‘Texes had been annexed. 9
“'Dhe ‘recent excursion of our wac vessels aroun(‘
;t“f;xe ‘world has demonstrated the a,bsolute nesessii”
,ﬁor the possession’ of islands and - coaling‘s.tatmn:
%11 over the world. Our:need of a powerful ‘Ameri-
“can marine has also been clearly demonstrated. War

eaaion

on

‘that

%&hﬂ pﬁ#&r

ix;'vlew of the great principles of gelf- "
9@ ot. t &nim:ﬁ:tes pnssed a “resolutis

3 F!oﬂda.&fx o the hun%
"'Uixited States would take possession of it.

s the territory ‘lying upon our border, outside; of ‘thai &
of the United States, and we declared by . an act of' :!
1

Conaruaa that no foreign power should possess it. We went still

further and appropriated one hundred thousand dollars and author-
ized the (President to enter and take possession of it with -the
means placed in his hands, - Afterward we negotiated with Spam #
(1819) und gave six millions of dollars for the counfry. .
n)ﬁ' yate lhterests of the Tobacco Trust or nf."‘"’
the. Suga,r Trust or ‘any other private ' interests

should not be allowed to control or influence t.he"

The pr

‘question of annexation.

The best interests and welfare of the whole Amen-l'
can people and the people of Cuba should alone bBJ
consulted and allowed to control our: natxonal poliey
in the premises k|
{*. If the government of Cu.ba. and its peop]p byia \

plebisoite ‘or other popular vote should re;x,ae to i

\ships without a merchant marine to protect OREEOL A

_n‘ers to carry coal seem to be in%gncewa‘:le Y EL G
: Vlness and folly. %
1-At-the Treatyiof Paris Wé ‘could p

‘gecured ‘the valuable Caroline Islands, a.bout onz
tousand in number. We, however, only accxden*a 1+
b’ok the solitary Tsland of Guam; and -Germany, S007
ter the Treaty of Paris, wisely snapped up ‘the
’ousa.pd Caroline Islands from Spain.

EA Quasi-Suzerainty Already.

. We have been compelled already to assume a quasi-

xsuzera.inty and control over Cuba, financially and ¢

(otherwise, to preserve life and property and to
'pﬁrevent its transfer to some foreign power. Will
not this contingency happen over and OVer a.galn"
" Are the freedmen and citizens of Cuba entitled to
apy more “liberty” (“Cuba libre’’) than the Ameri-
can citizens of New York, Virginia or California and-

[ather States? Cubans should feel honored and de-

}
\

hghted to have such a boon as American citizenship .

*‘(';rfered to them and to be anrexed under & terri

torial government and as soon as pra,ctica.ble become ,.v'
‘a regular State ef our UniTn with all its rlghts, ;

ga‘rlyileges and franchises
b Since our Panama Canal plan and modern improvo-
T 'ents in navigation, wireless telegraphy and  for
: ‘xaasonq;the -absolute necessity of annexing thi
,é,ﬁi!*oifcubart‘xaﬂbéendn 1lably increa(sed since
s e Ostend Manifesto of ‘1854, the sooner the island
ts axmexed the better. Now is the time and now is
; b to avold future wars n.nd da.ngér@us and

ARt we could have annexed Cuba in 1854, as recoms-
‘ended in the Ostend Ma.nifesto, a,t the price of over
_the Spa

. ur' rééﬂqma ‘with Spain concemtng tg&

wmpliea.tio.ns d

a.uon of Florida werxe difneﬁlt'd adjust-
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